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SERMON XXXV. 
BY REV. WALTER BALFOUR. 


* Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power.”—2 Tess. 1: 19. 





Concluded. 


3d. Let us now consider the nature and duration of the punishment. No 
doubt is entertained by most people, that the punishment here refers to a fu- 
ture state—is the same as the punishment of hell fire—and 1s endless in its 
duration: But of this the remarks already made ought to lead us to doubt. 
Those now to be made, we think place it beyond a doubt, that the apostle 
had no reference to a future state of existence, but describes the punishment 
which the Jews are now as a nation suffering. ‘To show this, let us 

Ist. Attend to the nature of the punishment. It is called * destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory ot his power.’ It will 
not, for it cannot be disputed, that the punishment described by these words, 
is the same as the righteous judgment of God, mentioned verse Sth, and call- 
ed tribulation verse 6th, and the same as the vengeance to be yielded verse 
8th. Besides, the punishment in all these verses, is to be miiicted on the 
same persons. The nature of the punishment is thus desciibed. “* Who 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction froin the presence ¢ f the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power.” 'To many, these words no doubt will ap- 
pear utterly irreconcileable with the views which we have advanced. We 
shall therefore give this a particular consideration, and we hope to convince 
every candid man, that so far from teaching the doctrine of endless misery, 
this part of the passage exclusively shows, that the views I have advanced 
are correct. ; 

Let it then be observed, that the persons who know not God, and obey not 
the gospel of Christ, are said to be punished, to be punished with everlasting 
destruction, and with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power. It is easily perceived, that much depends 
as to a correct understanding of the passage, on the meaning of the phrase, 
* Presence of the Lord.’’ What then is the scripture sense of this expres. 
sion? It may be observed at the outset of our examination of this express- 
ion, that the words face of God, and fuce of the Lord, are the same iu scrip- 
ture as presence of God, and presence of the Lord. 'Thiis must be obvious to 
those who have attended to scripture phraseology. It will sufficiently appear 
in the sequel. I find then,—1st. That by the presence of God, or presence 
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of the Lord in scripture, is sometimes meant his being every W here present. 
Thus David says, Ps. 139: 7—8. “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or 
whither shall I flee from thy presence? If [ ascend up into heaven, thon 
art there! If I make my bed in hell, (Sheol) behold, thou art there,” &¢. 
[See the whole passage.] Now, admitting for argument’s sake, that hell is a 
place of future punishment, the wicked even there would not be out of God’s 
presence hi: this sense. Yet in the passage we are conside ring, they are said 
to be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord. 
This then cannet be the seuse in which this phrase is used in this passage. 
2d. But turthe.-—{ find that the phrase presence of the Lord, refers to heav. 
en, or the dwe ling place of the Most High. ‘Thus it is said of Christ, that 
he “is gone ito heaven, now to appear in the p:esence of God for us.” Heb, 
9: 24—And in Luke I: 19, the angel who appeared to Zacharias, says, “[ 
am Gabnel that stuad in the presence of God.’ But it is aiso a plain case 
here, that the persons in the passage before us could not be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord in thissense, for in this 
sense they never were in his presence. Were thev ever in heaven, and like 
Gabriel, in the presence of the Lord ? 

That the Temple at Jerusalem was considered by the Jews as the place of 
God's presence, we s hall now attempt to show, because this has a very im- 
pertant connexion with the passage we are illustrating. We do this, not be- 
cause this would be disputed, but for reasons which will be obvious without 
any statement of them, in ascertaining the meaning of the phrase, presence 
of the Lord, in the text before us. The proof here is difficult, not froma 
lack, but froin a profusion of evidence, so as to bring it within a small com- 
pass. The whole earth is the Lord’s; but the land of Judea was consider- 
ed God’s land, and given by hin to the seed of Abraham. Jerusalem and 
the temple there, were considered by the Jews as the peculiar residence of 
Jehovah. There the symbols of the divine glory were placed, end God is 
said to dwel} between the cherubim, Ps. 80. The ends or show bread, pla- 
ced in the temple, were called “the loaves of the presence, or faces.”--- 
Viewed in this light. there is a peculiar beauty and force in the following 
among other passaves that might be quoted. “Let us come before his pres- 
ence wiih thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with Psalms. 
Serve the Lord with ole idness; come before his presence with singing. Glo- 
ry and honour are in his presence; strength and gladness are in his place.” 
Ps. 95: 2---and 10u- 2---1 Chron. 16: 27. That the land of Judea, and 
particularly the temple, were looked on as the place of God’s presence, is 
further evident. Thus it is said, Jonah 1: 3. ‘* But Jonah rose up to flee un- 
to Tarshish, from the presence of the Lord.’ [See also verse 10th. a 
Where Jonah believed the presence of the Lord to be, we learn chapter 2: 4, 
when he said, ‘*1 am cast out of thy sight; but [ will lock again toward thy 
holy temple.’ tn short, whether the Jews were in the land of Judea, or at 
a distance from it, even in captivity, when thev prayed or performed worship 
to the God of 'srael. it was, ast. place, direeted towards Judea, to the city of 
Jerusalem, and to the temple, as the particula. spet of the presence of their 
God. I shall now proce: d to netice some passages, which »ppear to me {0 
decide, what ts the nee ung of the phrase - presence of the Lord,”’ in the 
passage under consideration, and also the nature of the punishment of which 
it speaks, The first I notice is 2 Kings 13: 23. “And the Lord was gracious 
unto them, and had compassion on them, and had respect unto them, because 
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of his covenant with Abenhais Isaac and Jacob, nal would not destroy them, 
neither cast he them from his presence as yet.” But what God here says that 
‘as yet’’ he would not do to this people, in the fullowing passage we ‘find it 
said he did do.to them. 2 Kings 24: 20. “ For through the anger of the 
Lord, it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until he cast them out from 
his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.’’ The 
same is repeated, Jer. 53: 5. On these passages { now beg leave to make @ 
few remarks, viewed in connexion with the one we are now considering. Ist. 
In the passages just quoted, 11 1s beyond all fair discussion, that the Jews asa 
nation are the persons spoken of; and on them the puuishment threatened by 
God was executed. In the passage we are considering, the Jews are also the 
persons of whom the apostle speaks, as has been shown above. 2d. In the 
above passages, quoted from the Old Testament, destroying the Jews, and 
casting them out from his presence, are descriptive of the same punishment. 
But whoever supposed that destroying them, or casting them out from his 
presence, meant either their annihilation or their endless misery in a place 
called hell? We beg leave to ask, by what authority then do we interpret 
the same, or similar language used by Paul, in the passage before us. 3d. 
it has been proved satisfactorily we think, that God’s presence was in Judea, 
particularly in the temple. That was his house, and where le delighted to 
dweil. In the above quoted passages, it is clear as noon-day, that to be cast 
out of God’s presence, was to be cast out of the land of Judea, from his 
worship, and to be carried into captivity to Babylon, and dispersed among 
the heathen. The apostle, in the passage before us, evidently liad these pas- 
sages in his eye when he wrote, and borrows the very language of them to 
express himself. Indeed well he might, for he was speaking of the same 
people, and of a similar punishment which wascoming on them. ‘The Jews 
were cast out of God’s presence for seventy years; but were brought back 
to their own land, and again enjoyed his presence. When the apostle wrote 
to the Thessalonians, the period was drawing near when they were again to 
punished with destruction from the presence of the Lord. ‘They were to be 
banished from their land, their city and temple destroyed ; and to this day 
the ruins of Jerusalem, and the dispersed Jews afford evidence of its truth. 
The Jews are now as certainly destroyed or cast out of God’s presence, as 
their fathers were, when God cast them out from his presence in their seven- 
ty years’ captivity in Babylon. ‘The language used in speaking of both is 
the same. How then any man can affirm, that the apostle in the passage by 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, meant eternal misery, Lam una- 
ble to perceive. If the scriptures are allowed to interpret the apostle’s 
meaning, he expresses temporal punishment to the Jews, and in the very lan- 
guage in which their former punishments were expressed by their own pro- 
phets. But the persons are not only said to be punished w ith e vera de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord, but it is added, * And from the glory 
of his power.’ The question naturally occurs here—the glory of whose 
power? Should we understand this of the glorious power of the God of [s- 
rael, it occasions no difficulty, for his glorious power was ce ‘rtainly displayed 
to the Jews in their land, and when banished from it. they were pt unished with 
destruction from his glorious power, as well as from his presence. But should 
we understand it of Christ’s glorious power, as the context seems to direct, 
this agrees to what is said concerning Christ at his coming at the destruction 
of Jerusalem. Referring to this period, Matt. 16: 27, says, “ For the Son of 
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man shall come in the glory of his Father ‘asthe his angels.”” And in refer- 
ence to the same event adds, “And they shall see the son of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory.”? Chap. 24: 30. 

3d. Let us now psy some attention to the duration of this punishment. It 
is not ouly said to be destruction, but everlasting desirucuen from the pres- 
ence of the Lord. We presurne the word everlasting used here leads most 
people to conclude, that the punishment mentioned is in a future state of ex- 
istence, and | is aiso of endless duration. A little further attention to the sc rip- 
tures, we think must convince all, that this very circumstance is a strong con- 
firmation of the interpretation | have given of this passage. Let us then 





quote Jer. 25: 39, 40. “ Therefore, behold, i, even I, will utterly forget you, 
and | will forsake you, wll the city that [gave you and your fathers, and cast 
you out of my presence: and I will bring an eve vl asting reproach upon you, 


a Soden’ we ab which shall not be forgotien.”’ [See Balfour’s Inquiry on 
this passage, p. 182; and compare Deut. 28: 3 ; and 31: 17, 18; Hosea 
9: 17; Jer. 20: 11; and 24: 9,10; and 42: 18.] On this passage I shall 
submit for candid consideration a few brief remarks. ist. No one can doubt 
th. this passage speaks of the Jews, and predicts a punishment which God 
was to inflict upon them asa nation. That the punishment threatened 1s of 
a temporai nature, will not be disputed. That it is described in language 
siinilar to the text we are considering, is very obvious. {t 1s described asan 
everlasting punisliment from God’s presence. ‘The Jews are to be made an 
* everlasting reproach,” and “perpetual shame.’’ We have sufficiently seen 
already, tiut to be cast out of God’s presence, is not to be cast into hell or 
endless misery, but to be cast out of Judea, and from God’s worship and 
service, an: te i perse «d among the heathen or gentile nations. 2d. What we 
have got therefore to consider and account for, is---why the punishment of 
the Jews, of a temporal! nature, is called perpetual and everlasting. Thisit 
is called in the passage we have quoted from the prophet, and it is called ev- 
erlasting by Paul. When God Said, that he would make the Jews an ever- 
erlasting reproach, and a perpetual shame, all we think wiil readily admit, 
that endless duration is not meant. Why then interpret Paul’s language as 
expressiug endless duration of punishment in a future state? Hie was a Jew, 
and ws speaking of the punishment of Jews. He was familiar with the lan- 
guage of the Old ‘Testament,—and borrows the phrase * presence of the 
Lord,” a‘ d why not also the word everlasting in referring to the very same 
temporal punistinent as is described by Jeremiah ? If being cast out of God’s 
presence did not mnean, under the Old Testament, being cast into a place of 
future misery, nor the word everlasting added to this punishment endless du- 
ration, why should such language, borrowed from the Old, by the New Tes- 
tament writers, be so interpreted? Did any Jew ever understand the phrase. 
east out of God’s presence, being cast into heli or endless mise ry, or, that 
the word everlasting applied to it, expressed the endless nature of sucha pun- 
ishment ? 

‘To account for the punishment of the Jews, in the text quoted from Jere- 
miah, and in (ie one under consideration, being called everlasting, is not dif- 
ficult. Ist. {tis beyond all fair debate, that the term everlasting, was used 
among the Jews to express a limited, and sometimes very short period of 
time. The {ct is so notorious and so ge 1erally admitted, that we deem it 
useless to enter into a formal proof of it. We recommend it to the man 
who doubts the fact, to give his Bible a careful reading through, and then 
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let him ‘doabt, ifhe can. We beg itas a favour of him if he finds the | Ww word 
everlasting used and applied to punishment signifying endless duration, he 
will be kind enough to commudicate this for our information, The ques- 
tion is not, how christians have understood this word fer ages past, but how 
the Jews understood it? 

2d. The Jews were punished several times with destruction from the pre- 
ence of the Lord. ‘They were once driven from Judea, and the wor ship of 
God at Jerusalem, and were seventy years in captivity in abylon. But let 
it be particularly noticed. that though this is a long time comp ‘atively, yet 
it is never called in scripture an everlasting destruction or punishment. No, 
the word everlasting is applied to the punishment of the Jews, which be: gan 
at the destruction ef thei: City and Temple. [t has already continued near- 
ly eighteen hundred vears. All this time they have been punished with de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord. In the Jewish sense of the word 
everlasting, it may well be applied to this punishment of their's, if their pun- 
ishment was now toend. But how long it is yet to continue, is known only 
toGod. ‘That it is to end, 1s not doubted by any Christian, and shews, that 
though the term everlasting is expressly applied to it, yet they do not in this 

case believe it to signify endless duration. ‘To be consistent, every believer 
in the doctrine of endless misery ought to believe, that the present temporal 
punishment of the Jews is to have no end, because the term eve! isting is ap- 
plied to it; and he ought also to believe many things to be en!icss in duration 
already ended, because the word everlasting is ap plied to them. 

Sd. This punishment of the Jews, called “everle asting ond perpetual by the 
Prophet, and everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord by Paul, 
is called so, with propriety. if we duly consider the AeA The Jews 
have not only been cast out of the land of Judea, and Som the Temple wor- 
ship there, and dispersed among all nations for neatly ‘aoe n hundred 
years, but by their unbelief of saind, exclude theuiselves from God’s S pres- 
ence in their dispersion. The Christian Church is now God's house, as is 
evident from the New Testament. His presence 1s enjoyed by all who be- 
lieve in Jesus. But how few of the Jews have ever returned to the presence 
of the Lord, in his worship and service prescribed in the New Testament. 
After all the exertions made to convict them to the fiith of Chrisi, it is little 
else than lost labor. God has concluded them all in unbelief. This veil 
still remains on their hearts, and all attempts to remove it have proved abor- 
tive. They are an ererlasting reproach, and a perpetual shame among all 
the nations of the earth. What nation since the creation of the world. has 
ever suffered so long a destruction as they have done, yet remained 2 distant 
and iumerous people. And what nation under the whole heaven. has ever, 
like them. enjoyed such means of knowledge, and yet remained a blinded and 
unbelieving people? But God has not forgotten his covenant, and as cer 
tainly as he has concluded them all in unbelief, so certainly is he to have mer- 
cy upon all. At what time their everlasting destruction is to end, T know 
not; but it is to end: and should it end to-morrow, ihe time it los continu- 
ed, fully and seripturally justifies the word everlasting being app lied to it. 

We have now considered this passage in connexion with its confext; and 

would ask, What part of it proves the doctrine of endless misery in a fulaes 
state of existence? The persons to be punished, and the time of their pun- 
ishment forbid such an interpretation. The phrase presence of | the Lerd, 
from which they are punished, or the terin everlasting ‘applied to it, aflords 
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it no support, but in the strongest manner confirms the views which have 
been advanced. Nor does the term destruction aid it, for we have seen from 
2d Kings xii. 33, quoted above, that the term destroy is used when speaking 
of the temporal punishment of the Jews, and one similar to that they are now 
enduring, and by which no one ever thought that God meant either their end- 
less misery or annihilation. 

To conclude: Were we fully persuaded that the doctrine of endless mis- 
ery Was a doctrine taught in scripture, until something appears to invalidate 
theevid ence we have stated, we could never quote the passage we have been 
considering in proofof it. As we do not very svon expect to see as much 
evidence produced proving that it does teach this doctrine, as has been ad- 
duced that it does not, we would suggest the following cautions which we 
do from past experience. 

ist. We caution those who believe in the doctrine of endless misery, not 
to be so dogmatical and positive as they sometimes are, that this and the oth- 
er passages decidedly teach it. At a former period of my life L have quo- 
ted this text in proof of the doctrine, and have preached from it as a passage 
full and explicit on the subject. ‘To my shame | now confess my former ig- 
norance of God’s word, and thus publish my shame to the world. If it be 
the means of teaching any inan diffidence, modesty, and caution in his proofs 
of doctrine, er any preacher to be more careful about what he preaches to 
others, { shall not consider my labor lost. The passage is confidently quo- 
ted, to prove the endless misery of all the wicked in a future state of exist- 
ence. We ieave it to the sober judgment of every candid man to say, if we 
heve not shewn, that the proof itaffords 1s only in the sound of words to which 
a filse idea has been attached, which when the scripture usage of them is 
fairly exomined, atfords it no support but is at variance with it. 

2d. We caution all those who deny the doctrine of endless misery, from 
being staggered in their faith, from their opponents adducing some texts 
which have the ap»earance of proving it. The text we have been consider- 
ing, was one, which with the writer for a long time prevented him from em- 
bracing his present views. ‘l‘hough he saw many things in favor of Univer- 
sal happiness, yet this with some other texts wore a different aspect. Pa- 
tient investigation of the scriptures has now removed this, and the very texts 
which prevented his belief, now confirm him in the sentiments he has em- 
braced. 





SERMON XXXVI, 
sy Rev. J. Brooxs. 
* Marvel not at this; for the hour is coming in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice and shall come forth; they that have done good 
unto the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil unto the resurrec- 


tion of damnation.” ——John, v. 28, 29. 


Although the views, which the Universalists entertain of this passage of 
scripture, have often been given, in their public papers, yet, as there seems 
to be great stress laid upon it, by the advocates of future punishment, per- 
haps you will be willing to admit any further comments which may seem to 
establish the correctness of those views. 

Sometime during the past winter, I had a conversation with a Unitarian 
clergyman, in this vicinity, respectable for his learning and talents, who, 
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while he acknowledged the entire silence of the Old ‘Testament concerning 
future punishment, (meaning punishment in a future state) contended that. 
the doctrine was asserted, as he thought, in the New. And when I asked 
him to name an instance, he quoted the passage which heads this article, as 
being incontestibly to that purpose. I endeavoured to point out to hii the 
reasons which induced me to think he labored under a mistake. Among 
those reasons, | oifered the following: Ist. In the 25th verse, our Lord 
speaks of the dead as then hearing his voice, and as receiving live in conse- 
quence. !t was agreed, that in this instance, a resurrection from moral or 
spiritual death, to moral or spiritual life was intended. Therefore | insisted, 
that, unless he could show, from the thread of our Lord’s discourse, that he 
changed the subject at the 28th and 29th verses, we ought to conclude that 
the same spiritual resurrecticn, on this side the grave, continued to be our 
Lord’s subject. I endeavored to show that the word graves should no more 
be construed literally than the resurrection; for that would be a departure 
from the acknowledged tenor of the discouse. I also referred to the meta- 
phorical use of the same word in the 37th chapter of Ezekiel. But the ar- 
gument which seemed to me most conclusive, was this :—Our Lord declar- 
ed, (as we read in the 20th chapter of Luke) when disputing with the Saddu- 
cees on the subject of the resurrection, that they who shall be accounted wor- 
thy to obtain it, are equal unto the angels, and are the children of God.— 
Could this be truly said of persons who should rise from the dead to be damn- 
ed? Are persons who are ina proper condition to be damned, equal unto 
the angels, and the children of God ? How can we recencile the two decla- 
rations of Christ, in John and Luke, on the supposition that the former as- 
sertsa resurrection, from literal death and the grave, to damnation? Hf, as 
Christ says in Luke, those whe rise from the dead are equal unto the angels, 
and are the children of God, without any exeception it mst be clear to eve- 
rv candid mind, that none can rise tobe damned. ‘jhe question then is, does 
Christ, in fact, assert on one occasion, that those who rise from the dead, are 
without exception equal unto the angels, and the children of God—and on 
another occasion, that some will rise from the dead neither equal unto the 
angels, nor the children of God, but so far from either as to be subjected to 
damnation ? 

lhe fact is, Christ does not then contradict himself ; he makes no such op- 
posite assertions. In the passage quoted from John, our Lord does not assert 
a resurrection of persons from the dead, either to life or damnation. He 
says they shali come unto the resurrection, but does not say they shall rise. 
I marvel that this circumstance has no more been noticed, for it seems to 
be the only thing that saves our Lord from downright contradiction. Our 
Lord having declared himself to be the resurrection and the life, it is easy 
enough to see how persons may come forth, from moral death and the grave 
in the present or any other future time, to the resurrection of life. It would 
be simply coming to Christ; which is what every man does when he wishes 
to know the truth. On the other hand, we discover the meaning cf coming 
to the resurrection of damnation, by the necessity we are under of consider- 
ing it the opposite of coming to Christ. For instance, the Jews could not 
believe in Christ, and of course, would not come to him that they might have 
life, consequently they must adhere to the law. That law, as Dt. Paul de- 
clares, could not give life, but was a ministration of condemnation [damna- 
tion] and death. If, therefore, when Christ was set before the Jews, they 
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vejected him and clave to the law, they rejected the resurrection [ministra- 
tion] of life, and came to the resurrection [ministration] of damnation.— 
‘Thus applying what our Saviour said to what has transpired in this world, 
it is consistent, and agrees with facts; otherwise applied, we make him cen- 
tradict himself, and thus destroys his testimony. 


SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATION. 


‘Phere is narmonv and agreement in truth, which can never be the result of error and 
misconstruction. he Scriptures may be considered under the figure of a majestic tree; 
the roots of which are invisible to man, and support it, as the Author of revelation sup- 
ports the truth He has promulgated. The trunk of the tree answers to the great lead- 
ing trath of revelation, relative to the being, character, and purposes of God. The 
principal branches, to the conclusions resulting from the great ‘truth first mentioned ; 
while the numerous smaller branches and ramifications of the vegetable, show the dif- 
fusive evidence, all in kind, of the truths of revelation. Agreement is the test of truth 
—disagreement of falschood. When we discover a tree bearing two kinds of fruit, we 
are convinced that one kind is illegitimate, and the contrivance of the husbandman, who 
has grafted a strange scion into the tree, ofa different quality. Thus translators of the 
Scriptures have grafted sprouts from the Calvanistic and other trees, into the Scripture 
tree. This deception can always be discovered with as much certainty, as the decep- 
tion practised by the husbandman. The fruit is not ofa kind and quality. First as- 
certain the fruit of the tree, and the fruit ofany branch that differs, must be the spuri- 


ous work of man. 


God is the author of truti—-“ God is love.” Love, then, is the root, the cause of all, 
and the fruit must not, cannot, be hatred! “The tree,” says Christ, “is known by its 
fruit”’—Here, then, is the grand eriterion. Love, infinite, immutable, and ever-exist- 
ing, is the great root or cause, from which proceeds all the goodto man. If evil is pro- 
duced, it cannot be of a legitimate origin, but must cease when its cause is removed. 
The root is love—the trunk of the tree is of the same quality of the root, and so are 
ihe branches; and the fruit is the product, the very quintessence and virtue, and ex- 
cellence of the vegetable. Thus of God’s revelation to man.—Love made it.—Love is 
the subject of it.—Love is the object of it. And as it commenced in love, it will end 
in love; when it shall be fufilled in every heart, and God’s universal beneficence live 
and reign in every bosom. For the “tree of life” bears fruit for the healing of the na- 
tions, and its roots are continually wet and fructified by “the pure river of the waters 
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and the Lamb.” (See 
Rev. xxii. 1.) 





The influence of true religion is mild, and soft, and noiseless, and constant as the de- 
scent of the evening dew on tender herbage, nourishing and refreshing all the amiable 
and sociable virtues ; not rattling asa summer shower, rooting up the fairest, and wash- 
ing away the richest mould in the pleasant garden of society. 
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GENERAL CONVENTION. 

The GeneraL Convention oF UNIVER- 
sALISTS, inet in Winchester, N. H. on Tues- 
day evening, Sept. 15th, 1829.—Rev. S. 
Streeter was chosen Moderator, and Rev. 
S. Cobb, & Rev. T. G. Farnsworth Clerks. 
The Green Mountain and the Boston As- 
sociations were received into fellowship.— 
Letters of Fellowship were granted to Br’s. 
A. V. Basset and 8. P. Skinner, and Or- 
dination was conferred upon Br. T. J. Saw- 
yer. Sermons were preached on the oe- 
easion by Br’s. A Ballou, 8S. Streeter, P. 
Dean, S. Cobb, M. Rayner, H. Ballou, and 
E. Case. 
clergymen present. 
Cobb. 


There were rorty Universalist 
Circular by Br. §8. 





The Hupson River Association met 
at Saratoga Springs on the 9th of Septem- 
ber—chose Br. D. Skinner Moderator, and 
Br. G. Messenger, Clerk. Letter of Fel- 
lowship was granted to Rev. G. Brooks, 
late of the Baptist connexion. 
courses were preached by Br’s. Messenger, 
Skinner, and Freeman. Circular by Br. 
Skinner. Adjourned to meet at Hudson, 
the second Wednesday and Thursday in 
September, 1830. 


DEDICATION. 

The new Universalist Church in Nor- 
way, Me. was lately dedicated. Services 
as follows: Reading the scriptures, by Rev 
Mr. Murray, pastor of the society; prayer 
by Rev. A. Merrill, of New Gloucester; 
original Hymn, by Rev. Mr. Murray; Ded- 
icatory prayer, by same; Sermon, by Rev. 
J. Wood, of Saco, from Phill. 3: 3: con- 
cluding prayer, by Rev. A. Fuller, of Can- 
ton. 


Four dis- 





On Thursday, the 15th inst. the Meet- 
ing House belonging to the Universalists 
in Sullivan, Madison Co. (N. Y.) was ded- 
icated with appropriate religious services. 
Sermon by Br. D. Skinner, of Utica, 


We regret to learn that Rev. L. R. Paige 
of Springfield, Mass. is obliged, in conse- 
quence of ill health, to suspend his labours 
in the ministry. 





Br. W. I. Reese, of North Bloomfield, N. 
Y. has received and accepted an invitation 
to become pastor of the Universalist Soci- 
ety in Portland, Me. Br. Reese will car- 
ry with him the best wishes of a large cir- 
cle of friends and acquaintances, 


—_{j>— 


The following article was written by one 
of the most intelligent and respectable 
men in the State of Pennsylvania. He 
is “coming to the light.” 


THOUGHTS ON READING UNIVERSALISM, 


I should like to see a book executed on 
the plan of commenting on every text in 
the New Testament, consecutively. It 
would have this good effect—it could al- 
ways be referred to at a moment, on hear- 
ing any sermon or treatise against Univer- 
salism. The Universalists ought to frame 
such a work asa Text-book. It would al- 
ways be an answer to every other work 
which could be written. Some of them 
might be printed on writing paper on one 
side only, leaving space for others to write 
their remarks—so as to make his private 
faith. 

A Universalist writer should always give 
the words of the text of reference at full— 
at foot or otherwise—as for want of the 
reader’s industry to look out the passage, 
the force of the passage is essentially weak- 
ened. I always quote in full, when deem- 
ed worthy of the reference. 

A Universalist book, very cheap, (a 
pamphlet,) should be printed; giving all 
the instances of Sheol, Hades, Gehenna, 
Pneuma, Pseuche, &c. consecutively, with 
the avowed design of enabling all other 
denominations to buy them, and to mark 
their Bibles in the margin with the primi- 
tive words in Roman letters; so that al- 
ways when reading their own Bibles, they 
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might know the primitive word. This 
would be greatly instructive. There is ev- 
ery reason to believe that the translators, 
however honest as to motive, have so trans- 
lated the scriptures, as to preserve their 
fearful preconceptions of eternal heil, &c. 
Every inquisitive reader must wish, now 
that imguiry is so much abroad, that he 
could again have the original w ords restor- 
ed inthe disputed passages,so that he might 
personally judge. 

Seeing that Balfour, and other Univer- 
salists, so otten make such pointed challen- 
ges, other denominations, who publish pe- 
riodical papers, should be pushed by their 
correspondents with those pointed ques- 
tions—asking them to tell their people how 
to repel them. Another idea is, to inti- 
mate publicly from the pulpit, that those 
who feel curious in seeing them answered, 
or of making such challenges generally 
known, should be encouraged to spenda 
little money to have them inserted in any 
much read gazette, by their paying ‘or them 
once as an advertiement. ‘Seeing that the 
Press is not /ree—this measure must be 
adopted to procure insertion. The sub- 
ject might be introduced thus, viz: * Mr. 
Editor—Running my eyes over a book by 
Ba! four, a Universalist, [ find assertions so 
bold and revolting to my education and 
bias, that | wish it more known, for the 
sake of eliciting enquiry or refutation, in 
the pulpit or in religious periodicals. Not 
wishing to impose on the columns of your 
paper, devoted to other purposes, I send 
pay for this short article, as a pay adver- 
tisement.” 


2h Get @ aes 
The absence of both the Editor and Pub- 
lisher, when the present number wes made 
up, will, we trust, excuse the lack of the 
usual quantity of original matter. 
| PRINTER. 
=» @QO~-- 
*SENTINEL & STARIN THE WEST.” 
We have just received the second num- 
ber of this valuable periodical, published 
weekly in Cincinnati, Ohio. It is beauti- 
fully printed on a super-royal sheet; and 
ifthe number before us may be considered 
as a criterion, will be one of the most vai- 
uable periodicals inthe connexion It will 
be a sufficient recommendation to our 
brethren at the East, to know that Br. J. 
C. Waldo, is one of its Editors. The oth- 
ers are Br’s. J. Kidwell and S. Tizzard.— | 
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There are some remarks in this number, 
touching the controvesy mentioned in the 
Herald some time ago, which was to haye 
taken place at Louisville, but for the “back. 
ing out” of our Methodist brother, Rey, 


Mr. Lindsey. We shall make some ex. 


tracts in our next, 
=> O@ @++-- 


~ BIBLE EFFORT! 4 


Every conscientious believer looks with 
favor on all judicious exertions to place 
the Holy Scriptures in the hands of al] 
christian famulies. Labors in this cause, 
silence the angry passions, and command 
undivided respect. Our last paper men- 
tioned the success in this, and a few other 
towns within tie county, of an attempt 
making io raise money for the purpose of 
“ furnishing every family in the United 
Stales with a Bible, within tico Pears.” 

It is not an agreeable task now to re. 
cord an occurrence which reflects, we hum- 
bly conceive, no great credit on the indi. 
vidual who has volunteered, or is duly au- 
thorised to levy these contributions. This 
itinerant, we forbear to use his name, call- 
ed on a respectable gentleman in this yi- 
cinity, to ask money for the Bible Society, 
to effect the above object of giving Bibles 
to the destitute. This gentleman expres- 
sed himself entirely friendly, and wished 
prosperity to the benevolent deign. But 
business veing dull, and money not easily 
earned or kept, he felt that his duties to a 
rising family would not allow him to di- 
vert his money from the ordinary chan- 
nels of daily use. Still he felt anxious to 
contribute liberally according to his means. 
To this end, said he, I have nine new Bi- 
bles, of good type, and fit for distribution, 
which are usually sold at retail for 75 cents 
each, and at wholesale for half a dollar 
each; as I donot deal much in books. and 
cannot conveniently spare money, I will 
hestow on you these Bibles. which you may 
have distributed by the Society. 

Now, singular as it may appear, this 
money-collector objected to receiving these 
Bibles, but hung on pretty sharply fer the 
cash. In the end, he did actually refuse to 
receive a donation of nine neatly printed Bi- 
sLes. The consequence was, that neither 
the books nor the cash were bestowed. If 
Bibles themselves are not current coin with 
these Collector-excisemen, who profess to 
labor solely for the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures, we know not what they will accept. 
as lawful tender.—-Yeom. Govette. 


— 
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ENDLESS PUNISHMENT THE PE- 
NALTY OF THE LAW. 


It is a favorite argument with our ortho- 
dox brethren, that “a law without a pen- 
alty, isa bug-bear—a mere nulity ;” Hence 
they contend, that, to remedy the evil of 
sin, and attach honor to the character of 
God, as a Law-Giver, it was reasonable 
and just that he shouid enact a law to pun- 
ish the impenitent in an endless hell. This 
is taking for granted that which ought to 
be proved. We deny that it was either 
reasonable or just, that God should enact 
any such alaw. God, asa Law-giver, is 
as much bound by the nature and fitness 
of things, as human legislators. Nothing 
js right, merely because God has com- 
manded it; but he commands it, because 
it is right. All penalties, considered in 
themselves, are evil; and can only be jus- 
tified where they are intended to remedy 
agreater evil. Neither reason nor justice 
could sanction a penalty which would pro- 
duce a greater evil than it was intended to 
remedy. And we ask, what greater evil 
than endless damnation could be remedied 
by affixing that as a penalty to the law of 
God ? 

As to the assertion, that “such a penal- 
ty is necessary, to attach honor to God, as 
a Law-giver, we answer, it is a base pros- | 
titution of the word honor, to connect it! 
with any such idea. Nothing could be 
more dishonorable in human legislators, | 
than to enact a penal law, the execution | 
of which, would produce more wretched- | 
ness and misery in society, than the evil in- | 
tended to be remedied. The honor of hn- | 
man legislators consists in tempering their 
laws with mercy, and attaching such pen- 
alties as are calculated to produce order, 





harmony and happiness, among the sub- | 


jects of law ; and any thing vindictive, eru- 
el, or needlessly severe, would brand them 
with infamy and diserace. It is really 
something unaccountable to us that Christ- 
ians should clothe God in a character that 
would disgrace any other being, and yet 
eall him “The Lord God merciful !” 
{ Star in the West. 


a 
TALE FROM THE GERMAN. 


In that beautiful part of Germany which 
borders on the Rhine, there is a noble cas- 
tle, which as you travel on the western 
banks of the river. you may see lifting its 
ancient towers on the opposite side, above 
the grove of trees, which are about as old 
as itself. About forty years ago there liv- 





edin that castle a noble gentleman whom 


we shall call Baron. The Baron had an 
only son, who was not only a comfort to 
his father, but a blessing to all who lived 
on his father’s land. 

It happened on a certain occasion, that 
this young man being from home, there 
came a french gentleman to see the Baron, 
As soon as this gentleman came into the 
castle, he began to talk of his Heavenly 
i ather in terms that chilled the old man’s 
blood ! on which the Baron reproved him, 
saying, “Are you not afraid of offending 
God, who reigns above, by speaking in 
such a manner ?” 

The gentleman said that he knew noth- 
ing about God; for he aever had seen him. 

The Baron did not notice at this time 
what the gentleman said, but the next 
morning took him about his castle and 
ground, and took occasion first to shew 
him a very beautiful picture that hung on 
the wail. 

The gentleman admired the picture very 
much, and said, * Whoever drew this pic- 
ture, knows very well how to use his pen- 
cil,” 

“My son drew that picture,” said the 
Baron. 

“Then your son is a very clever man,” 


replied the gentleman. 


The Baron then went with his visiter 
into the garden, and shewed him many 
beautiful flowers and plantations of trees. 

“Who has the ordering of this garden ?” 
asked the gentleman. 

* My son,” replied the Baron; “he knows 
every plani, I may say, from the cedar of 
Lebanon to the hysop on the wall.” 

“Indeed,” said the gentleman, “I shall 
think very highly of him soon.” 

The Baron then took him into the vil- 
lage, and showed him a small, neat cottage, 
where his son established a school, and 
where he caused all young children, who 
had lost their parents, to be received and 
nourished at his own expense. 

The children in the house looked so in- 


| nocent and so happy, that the gentleman 


was very much pleased, and when he re- 
turned to the castle, he said to the Baron, 
“ What a happy man you are to have so 
good a son.” 

“ How do you know | have a good son?? 

“ Because [ have seen his works, and I 
know he must be both good and cleyer if 
he has done all you have shown me,” 

* But you have never seen him.” 

“No, but I know him very well, because 
I judge of him by his work.” 

“ You do; and now please to draw near 
this window, and tell me what you observe 
from thenee.” 
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“ Why, I see the sun travelling through Can the will of God be defeated? If it 
the sky, and shedding its glories over one | cannot, then will not all be saved? For 
of the finest countries in the world; and I} d will h il Tada 
behold a mighty river at my feet, and a vast vod will have all men to.be caved, end 
range of woods. I see pasture grounds. | come to the knowledge of the truth, 
and orchards, and vineyards ; and cattle, | N.S. R. 
and sheep feeding in green fields; and ma- | 
ny thatched cottages scattered here and | 
there.” 

* And do you see any thing to be admi- 
red in all this’ Is there any thing pleasant, 
or lovely, or cheerful in all that is spread 
before you?” 

“Do you think I want common sense? | 
or that I have lost the use of my eyes, my In order to redeem a pledge made in the 
friend,” said the gentleman, somewhat an- | last number of the Gospel Herald, | pro- 
grily, “that | should not be able to relish | ceed to give an account of the proceedings 
the charms of such a scene as this?” | of certain professors of the Methodist con. 

“Well then,” said the Baron, “if you | nexion in Huntington (South) L. 1. against 
are able to judge of my son’s good charac- |} Mr. J. W. Martin, the gentleman alluded 
ter by seeing his good works, which are | to in my last communication to the Editor 
poor and imperfect. how does it happen | of this paper. 
that you form no judgment of the goodness | iaving made an appointment to preach 
of God, by witnessing such wonders of his | at iluntington, Mr. Martin politely solicit- 
handy works as are now before you’ Let | ed the use of the meeting house, which was 
me never hear you, my good friend again | peremptorily refused, although it wasbuilt 
say that you know not God, unless you | with the express understanding of being a 
would have me suppose that you have lost | free house. The use of the school house, in 
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To all whom it may concern—and 
especially to the members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 








the use of your senses.” 
—=——— 
QUESTIONS. 


If Christ be the propitiation for the sins 
of the whole world, how can any possibly 
be endlessly miserable in consequence of 
sin, when the Father has accepted the A- 
tonement made by the Son, and has declar- 
ed himself well pleased for his righteous- 
ness’ sake ? 

If God hath concluded all in unbelief, 
that he might have mercy upon all, will he 
not do that which he purposed todo? And 
will not the Jews be brought in with the 
fulness of the Gentiles, and so all Israel 
be saved ? 

If every knee sha!! bow, and every tongue 
swear, that in the Lord they have right- 
eousness and strength, he being made unto 
all righteousness, sanctification, and re- 
demption, what more can they have to make 
them holy and happy? And if all fiesh 
shall see the salvation of God, will not all 
have these perfections? Will not all know 
God. from the least to the greatest. and 


have eternal life’ 


| which Mr. M. was then employed as a teach- 
ler, was likewise withheld. Being thus 
| foiled in the laudable attempt of encoura- 
| ging liberality of thought and feeling, Mr. 
| Martin was induced to open the doors of 
| his own private dwelling. The evening 
| being favourable, an immense concourse of 
‘| people attended; and I had the gratifica- 
(tion of addressing the most attentive au- 
dience I ever beheld. Such was the rage 
of certain pious people in the neighbour- 
hood, that they could not rest satisfied with 
heaping imprecations and anathemas upon 
him. They must do more than this. 
Previous to my coming into the family 
of Mr. M. his child had been seriously in- 
disposed—and on the day of my arrival, 
such was the nature of its disease, that its 
recovery, | believe was despaired of. And 
notwithstanding all this—notwithstanding 
the feelings of Mrs. Martin were excited 
for the welfare of her only chi/d—notwith- 
standing her cheeks were pale and wan.and 
her eyes dimned, in watching the broken 
slumbers of her helpless infant—such was 
the holy indignation—such the determined 
vengeance of these pious, charitable, ME- 
THODIST Christians, that they immedi- 
ately set themselves about devising means 
to rob Mr. M. and his little family of the 
means of subsistence, in order to become 
rid of such a “ walking pestilence,” as one 
who would open bis doors to the preaching 
of Universalists! !! It was not enough 
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a 
that the afflicted mother should be denied 
the interchanze of friendly and kindred 
feeling in a land of Christian benevolence— 
it was not enough that meek-eyed Charity* 
shouid retuse to develop the tiner feelings 


oi her heart—but these pious people—who | 


are strenuous advocaies for Christian per- 
feclion, on Whom sue Was il a measure de- 
pendant fer those acts of sympathy which 
are to ve expected trom suc: as have nam- 
ed the name of Jesus—instead of comtor- 


ting and consoling her in her affliction and ' 


distress, did every thing in their power to 
aggravate her grief. 
hasvand of the means of support, for no 
other reason, than opening his doors to the 
reception of that doctrine which is opposed 
to all such ungodly practices as this! 
Brethen of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church! “1 speak as unto wise men, 
judge ye what I say.” Ye who have fa- 
boured to convert the world fromerror an@ 
unrighteousness—are we to look upon 
these your proselytes, as examples to the 
saints; or shall we not rather expect to see 
righteous indignation of God revealed 
against them? If you tell me they have 


. 
t 
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not profited by your teaching, | ask, by | 


whose teaching have they thus profited? 
Surely not by the teaching of the adversa- 
ry. You have often told that this doctrine 
is the devil’s doctrine—but do you imagine 
he would teach men to maltreat his chil- 
dren? No,brethren—the factisthey have 
profited by your teaching, and so deep 
have some of them drank of the eup of 
“pital piety,” that they even profess to have 
andergone the process of sanctification ! 


Ye who are yet in the gal! of bitterness; | 


ye who profess not to have experienced 
sanctification! and have not yet “got re/i- 
gion! are ye in the habit of performing 
such actsasthese? Think ye—-ye ‘totally 
depraved” ones—ye whom these people 
look upon as fuel for the flames of endless 


burnings—can such atrocities be charged } 


to your account? 
Ye who arealmost persuaded to be chris- 
tians! do ye wish to acquire such virtues 


and sympathies as these, in undergoing the | 


wonderful operation of the new-birth ? 
Ye who speak reproachfully of the chris- 
tian name! withhold your deprecations— 
let them fall—not upon the head of that ce- 
lestial visitant who causes our hearts to 


“feel for another’s wo,”’—but upon those | 


who cover themselves with the external 
habiliments of religion, as a mantle to se- 
erete the hypocrisy which rages within— 


who can pray—and while their hands are | 


* (cP Mrs. Charity I * * * * * *, pone 
of the prime movers in this conspiracy. 
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, uplifted in supplication, send forth every 
energy of their heart to the injury of those 
|of their fellow men, who are unwilling to 
‘join with them im bringing reproach upon 
the name of Jesus, 
| {ntelligent reader! judge ye—which are 
_entitied most to the name oi Christian-— 
‘those who are guilty of such inhumanity 
under the tloating standard of Prince im- 
| manuel—or those who are termed ungodly 
‘and impenitent, merely be@ause they will 
nut partake of the abeminaiions of those 
| who have a iorm of godliness without the 
power? Wa. HUTCHINSON. 
New-York, Oct. 30th, 1829. 


2 
QUESTION TO THE Rey. DOCTORS. 


Christian professors tell us, that there must 
' be a future retribution berause the wicked en- 
_joy so much more pleasure in this world than 
the righteous. Now I wish to ask the expoun- 
ders of mystical theology, what reason they 
‘ have for believing that the wicked will be mi- 
| serabie in the world tocome? They believe 
that people will sin there, a-4 if they do, why 
may they not be as happy iz sin there, as while 
here on earth ? 

According to their theory, in order to be- 
come superlatively happy, we have only to be- 
come superlatively wicked ; and if we are al- 
lowed to sin in another world, according to 
their doctrine, heil will be a place of unspeak- 
able bliss. But are we certain that we can, 
or shall commit sin in another state of exist- 
;ence? Sin is a transgression of the law.— 
Where there is no law there is a» transgres- 
sion. 








In order, therefore for us to sin in the 
regions of darkness, the law must exist there ; 
and it must be transgressed, or there is no sin; 

tall people tell that which is false in hell ? if 
they do, by whom, or by what criterion will it 
be proved so? Wiil he, ‘who is a liar and the 





| father of lies"—will he attempt to prove it a 
f:lsehood ? by what criterion would he-do it ¢ 
by the truth? If truth should visit those re- 
gi Will 
people steal in hell? Is there ought in that 
_dark heuse of fire and brimstone, that would 
tempt men to break through and steal? Can 
people murder in hell? That which can be 


| ons, it would annihilate the place! 





' 
| 
} 


‘done may be done: herefore, whenever they 
ire satiated with sin and happiness, they will 
/ have nothing to do but murder each other and 
| depopulate the place! 
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Lerrers to Rev. Jogsx Hawes, author of 
“Reasons for not believing in the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation, in a series 
of Letters to a Friend,” lately pubiished 
in the Tract form by the American Tract 
Socety. pp. 6. 

LETTER V. 
(Continued from page 351.) 


“4, There is another class of texts,” say 
you, “which assert the ductrine in ques: 
tion, by teaching that there are soine who 
will be forever excluded trom the kingdoin 
of heaven.” (p. 23.) This class of texts 
turns out to be a single passage, viz. thai 
in which one said to our Saviour, “ Lord 





are there few that besaved? And you con- | 
clude that as Christ gave no intimation | 
that all would be saved, when he had so 
favorable an opportunity to teach that doc- 
trine, he of course did not believe it. This 
looks plausible. But, Sir, do not Hatter 
yourself too soon. Christ certainly did in- 
timate, in this very reply, that those who 
were to be, for a while, excluded from the 
kingdom, should be received in their turn. 
He begins his answer, by alluding to the 
approaching rejection of the Jews, the chil- 
dren of the kingdom; he foretells their 
earnest desire to enter afterwards; their 
plea that they had eaten in his presence, 
and that he had taught in their streets; 
their grief at seeing themselves thrust out, 
while the Gentiles should come from the 
east and the west, from the north and the | 
south, into the kingdom of God froin which 
they had been excluded; and then he con- 
cludes thus: “behold there are last which 





shall be first; and there are first which 
shall be last.”” The Gentiles had been last, 
but now they would be first ; the Jews had | 
been first, but now they shou!d be last.— | 
As St. Paul says, * blindness in part is hap- | 
pened unto Israel, until the fulness of the | 
tentiles be come in; and so all Israe] shall | 
be saved.” You were peculiarly unfortun- | 
ate, in quoting a text which as usual, is 
not in the least to your purpose, and which | 


moreover, does, of itself, overthrow your | 
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full and direct to the point. Your first is 
“It is impossible to renew them again to 
repentance,” So you carefully misquote 
it, in order to keep one fact out of my sight, 
viz. that the persons here spoken of, were 
such as “have tasted of the heavenly gift, 
and were made partakers of the lloly 
Ghost” &c. (Heb. vi. 4, 5,6.) Why did 
you wish to hide this from me? Because, 
it is a fundamental point of your own doe- 
irine, that no such persons as are here de- 


cribed can finally miss of salvation. Yoy 
do not hold to falling from grace. So you 


take two or three words from the begin- 
ning ot the text, join them to five or six 
words in the third verse followimg, and 
without the least notice, omit all the inter- 
inediate sentences, because they would be- 
tray your absurdity, What think you of 
charging Universalists with perverting the 
Scriptures? But pass on to your second 
text: * There is a sin unto death; I donot 
say that ye | he] shall pray for it,” i. e. (sa 

Rosenmuller, Wesley, Dr. Clarke,) not 
pray for the remission of temporal death, 
when a brother has incurred that penalty 
by some heinous sin. Your third text is, 
“If ye believe not that J] am he, ye shall 
die in your sins.” You fourth, “For if we 
sin wilfully, after that we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, there remain- 
eth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain 
fearful looking for ot ,udgment and fiery 
indignation that shail devour the adversa- 
ries’’——I shall add the rest of the passage— 
“he that despised Moses’ law, died with- 
out mercy under two or three witnesses: 
of how much sorer punishment, suppose 
ve, shall he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant 
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done despite unto the spirit 
of grace?” This is the whole passage.— 
Sir, you yourself hold it one of the most 
important truths in tbe gospel, that none 
who has received the knowledge of the 
truth, been sanctified by the blood of the 
covenant, and enjoyed the Spirit of Grace, 
can fail of salvation, or fall from grace!— 
Yet you had the hardihood to quote me 
part, as usual of this text, to prove that 
some “ will never be saved!” Do you take 
pleasure in unrighteousness? according to 
your fifth text: “ And for this cause, God 
shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie, that they might be 





osition. Next, you say ! 
P y ys ‘damned [i. e. condemned] who believed 


“5. There are other texts which teach | not the truth, but had pleasure in unright- 
that some will never become the subjects | eousness.” I ask, seriously. do you not 
of holiness, and consequently will never be | feel this condemnation for vo" crafty and 
saved.” (p. 23.) Now, Sir, bring a text, dishonest handling of the word of Ged?— 
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When St. John was commanded to sea! 
the sayings of the book of Kevelations, it 
was added, “ He that is unjust, let him be 
unjust still; and he that is filthy, let him 
be filthy still.” This expression you seize 
upon, and say, it will be pronounced at 
the winding up of this earthly scene,” (p. 
93, 24,) though you weil knew that St. 
John neither said nor intimated any such 
thing. That you were aware of this, is 
evident from the fact, that you took the 
trouble to make a connexion of your own, 
in which to insert that text, so that it might 
seem to bear upon your object. 


“6. ‘he death of Christ,” say you, “in- 
stead of being the ground of salvation to 
all, will but aggravate the condemnation 
ef many.” (p. 24.) Here 1 suppose you 
mean that, to many the death of Christ, 
instead of being a means of their salvation, 
will have no other effect than to aggravate 
their endless torments! So that Christ 
must have tasted death for all men, asmuch 
to damn them as to save them. And in- 
deed, rather more: for by explaining the 
many who walk in the broad way, to mean 
those who are to be damned, and the few 
who find the narrow way, as being those 
who are to be saved, you signify that the 
number of the former will be vastly supe- 
rior to that of the latter. Do you heartily 
believe that Christ came to damn the world 
rather than save the world! 


“6. The certainty of future punishment 
tin eternity | is proved by the fact that God 
1as denounced and executed severe judg- 
ments against those who have denied it.” 
(p. 25.) Where have such judgments been 
threatened and executed against those who 
denied that doctrine’? You tell me, in the 
ease of Adam and Eve; in that ofthe An- 
tediluvians ; and in those of Sodom and 
Gomorrah! Yes, these are the very instan- 
ces you mention. But I am not fully con- 
vinced by your argument; because I am 
not quite certain that it was for a punish- 
ment after death, that Adam and Eve were 
turned out of the garden, or that it was for 
this, the Anteludians were swept away by 
the flood or the inhabitants of Sodom and 
Gomorrah destroyed by fire. Really, | 
was not aware that the serpent said to the 
woman, “ Thou shalt not surely” —be pun- 
ished after death; 1 was absolutely so stu- 
pid as to suppose, according to Moses, and 
against your intimation, that it was for par- 
taking the forbidden fruit that the judg- 
ment fell on our first parents. Nor did | 
know that Noah and Lot warned the peo- 
ple after death; 1 had contented myself 





with the scripture statement that the judg- 
ment executed in both these cases, was de- 


| struction by flood and by fire; i, e. a tem- 


poral retribution, a fuli retribution in this 
worid, such as you deny, and such as the 
inhabitants of the old worid and of Sodom 
and Gomorrah probably did not believe. 
‘They probably held vour doctrine of end- 
iess musery, if you are coirect in supposing 
that, with few exceptions, ali men, wheth- 
er Vagans, Jews or Christians, have be- 
lieved in eternal punishment. 


Finally : in the conclusion of your Fifth 
Letter you tell me that Judas + was driven 
by remorse, not by true repentance, as 
some Universalists aitirm, to hang himself.” 
Do youallude to Matthew, who says that 
Judas repented 2 (Matt, xxvii. 3.) But still 
you contend, that since Christ ‘said of Ju- 
das, “it had been good for that man if he 
had not beén born,” Universalism must be 
false; because this could be said of none 
of our race if all are to be saved. (p. 26.) 
[admit this to be a plausible argument; 
but I also know it does not satisfy even all 
the believers in endless damnation. Dr. 
Adam Clarke himself has fully shewn* that 
the expression you quote, was a common 
saying, used among the Jews, to intimate, 
not the impossibility of a person’s being 
saved, but merely that some signal calami- 
ty impended ovr him. This being the 
case, our Saviour speaking in the language 
of the day, must have meant the same,— 
So Job cursed the day of his birth, and 
lamented that he was born, merely because 
of his great misfortunes; so likewise did 
Jeremiah, because of the insults of his en- 
emies. (Job ili. 1, 11. Jer. xx, 14,18.) As 
{ do not consider this as proof of the end- 
less damnation of Job and Jeremiah, se 
neither do I think it such, in the case of 
Judas. Yours, &c. 





* Clarke’s commentaries. Remarks on 


Judas, at the end of Acts i. 
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PREMIUM. 

A premium of TWENTY DOLLARS, 
will be given by the publisher of the New- 
York Gospel Herald, for the best sermon 
on the doctrine of Free Agency, as taught 
by modern Arminian Doctors. ‘The ser- 
mon to be forwarded in season for the 
Fifth number of our next volume—or ear- 
ly in March, 1830. 
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We present our readers with the following 
translation of the beautiful Latin ode compo- | 
sed by Theodore Zuinger, while on his death- 
bed. The believer in God’s impartial goodness 
can best appreciate its merits. 


What joy, while thus I view the day 
That warns my thirsting soul away— 
What transports fill my breast! 
For lo! my great Redeemer’s power 
Uniolds the everlasting door, 
And leads me to his rest ! 

The festal morn, my God, is come, 
That calls me to thy hallowed dome, 
Thy presence to adore. 

My feet, the summons shall attend, 
With willing feet thy courts ascend, 
And tread th’ etherial floor. 
E’en now to my expecting eyes, 
The heaven-built towers of Salem rise— 
\"n now, with glad survey, 
I view her mansions, that contain 
The angelic forms, an awful train, 
And shine with cloudless day. 


Hither, from earths remotest end, 

Lo! the redeemed of God ascend, 
Their tribute hither bring; 

Here, crowned with everlasting joy, 

in hymns of praise their tongues employ, 
And hail the immortal King. 


Great Salem’s King, who bids each state, 
On her decrees dependent wait: 
In her. ere time begun, 
High on eternal base uprear’d, 
His hands the regal seat prepar’d 
For Jesse's favourite son. 
Mother of cities! o’er thy head, 
See Peace, with healing wings outspread, 
Delighted fix her stay. 
How bless’d who calls himself thy friend, 
Success his labours shall attend, 
And safely guard his way. 
Thy walls remote from hostile fear, 
Nor the loud noise of tumult hear, 
Nor war's wild wastes deplore ; 
There smiling plenty takes her stand, 
And in thy courts, with lavish hand, 
Has poured forth all her store. 
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Let me, bless’d seat, my name behold 
Among thy citizens enroll’d, 
In thee forever dwell. 
Let charity my steps attend, 
My sole companion and my friend, 
And Faith and Hope farewell! 
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|For publishing simultaneously, in New- 
York and Philadelphia, 





| A NEW 
| SEMI-MONTHLY PUBLICATION, 

TO BE ENTITLED 
PRIESTCRAFT UN MACELID. 


<> + 


Believing as we do, most sincerely, that 
the various religious coalitions and combi- 
nations which are, and have been formed 
in our country, are hostile to our rights and 
privileges as a Free People—that there ex- 
ists, among the leaders of a proud and as- 
piring priesthood, a determination to esta- 
blish an Ecclesiastical Hierarchy, and to re- 
duce us to a worse than Egyptian bond- 
age—we have been induced, by these and 
other considerations, to issue Proposals for 
a work which shall counteract these unho- 
ly designs, 








CONDITIONS. 


PRIESTCRAFT UNMASKED will be publish- 
ed semi-monthly in New York and Philadelphia 
simultaneously. Each number will contain 
eight closely printed octavo pages—and to en- 
able every friend to the rights of man to pos- 
sess the work, it will be afforded to subscribers 
at cost of paper and printing, viz:—FIFTY 
CENTS per annum, only—if paid in advance, 
If not paid on or before the delivery of the first 
number, seventy-five cents will be demanded. 
Those who forward Five Dollars, shall receive 
Eleven copies. 

Letters >. POST PAID). to be addres- 
sed to the Publisher, Wm. Hutcuisson, Phi- 
ladelphia or New-York.—AGtNts, Post Mas- 
ters and Printers throughout the Union. 

The first number of Priestcraft Unmasked 
will be issued on the first diy of January, 1830. 
Subscribers will please forward their names 
through the medium of their Post Masters. 

New-York, Oct. 14th, 1829. 
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IP The New-York Gospen HERALD AND 
UNIVERSALIST REVIEW, is published every 
other Saturday, by A. C. THOMAS, No. 432 
Grand (near Division) street. 

Tr. FISK, EDITOR. 
Terms:—City subscribers, $1 25; subscribers 
who receive their papers by mai! $1 per annum. 
—payable, in all cases,in advance. [[7 Com- 
munications, &c. must be post-paid. 





